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Why do you think Columbus planted the flag of Spain immediately when he landed? What was this intended to symbolize?

Columbus planted the flag of Spain immediately he landed because he believed that he had found an island. When he embarked on an expedition along the Orinoco River, the scale, and surrounding region made him think that he had stumbled across a whole continent, leave alone an island. He also believed that that land, which they had discovered was the Garden of Eden or could be related to the biblical kingdom of Sheba since it was very fertile. The flag was intended to symbolize a territory had been found, and the area was to be occupied by Columbus and his crew. 

Do you think that Columbus felt that Spanish Civilization was superior to the native civilization that he encountered on the island? What features do you think Columbus thought civilization had?

Columbus believed that the Spanish civilization was superior to the one that he encountered on the island due to the following reasons, which according to him, was civilization. He explains that the people on the island seemed very poor and civilization there was at a low since everybody including the women went around their business naked. He also states that they had no weapons and did not understand how to use them as when he gave them a sword, they grasped by the blades and cut themselves through ignorance. That is in contrast to the Spanish civilization where things like swords were well understood. The people in the islands did not have iron and only had sticks, which according to him were outdated; he states though that some of them had fish-bones or other things at the ends. Some of those people in the islands had scars of wounds upon their bodies and answered him in the same way. He also explains that people from the other islands in the neighborhood made prisoners of people in other islands. The people in the islands were ingenious, and according to Columbus, they would be good servants and would readily become Christians since they appear to have no religion and were very friendly. 

What resources did Columbus describe on these islands? Why was that important

Columbus noted some resources on these islands. First, he explained how the islands were surrounded by very many safe and broad harbors, which were better than what he had previously seen. He also described how great rivers were flowing through the islands, and hence, making the coastline of these islands very inhabitable. Additionally, he stated that the islands were amazing, accessible and were filled with different varieties of trees that stretched up to the stars with leaves that never shed. The trees were green and flourished with each in its condition and thriving its way. He further stated that there were fantastic pine and palm trees, herbs, meadows, groves, fertile fields and some birds, honey, and metals. 

Where did he think he was? What clues in the reading tell us that?

He thought that that land, which they had discovered was the Garden of Eden or could be related to the biblical kingdom of Sheba since it was very fertile. There were enough food and prosperity to save him from ridicule on his return to Spain.

